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But we will give Wer Goo r to 
Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word. 


2 


Neverend Fathers and Brethren, = 


HESE Words will appear, I hope, = 
the more proper for a Subject f 
Diſcourſe on this Occaſion, that — 

they contain the very ſame Reſolu- 
tion on the Part of theſe firſt Miniſters. of, '-- 

the New-Teſtament Church, that we all 1 
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profeſſed, and with great Solemnity: | $0 
when we firſt took upon us the ſacred Cha- . = = 1 
aer in which we now appear. The . = "i 
- ical Language of what was then tranſacted Fi 
by us, was plainly this, Ve will give our, 3 | 
ſelves continually to Prayer, and to tbe Mi. 
. e, the Hd A noble Reſolution! - 1 3 
"A _ if we a were truly ſincere when we thus: | ' 
eie 7 4 = reſolved, 


* ing us this Teſtimony, that we have nothing 


| $ ' Purpoſes of ſuch a Reſolution, it will not 
de diſagreeable to be again put in Mind of 
what was then our dcliberate Choice. 


of our Miniſterial Work, ſet before us in 
the Example of the holy Apoſtles, v7s, 
Prayer and Preaching. The original Word 


ful Intenſentſs. of Mind, with a true Zeal, 
with Cunſtancy and Perſeverance, apply our- 
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which they ly. 


N mended to us, not wy by the cleareſt Serip= 


0 4 . 88 
. and our own Minds are - Nil 1 


ſo much at Heart, as ſteadily to purſue me” ' | 
We have here the two moſt eſſential Parts 5 


in the Text is ſo very emphatic and ſignifi- 
cant, that I know no one Word in out 
Language that can fully expreſs the Mean- 
ing of it; and therefore our Tranſlators have 
= - made Uſe of ſeveral: We will give ourſebves 
A be continually to, &c. or, we will with all poſ⸗ | 


e 40 . and to . en, of the 


| Theſe two. holy Exerciſes 1 mall CPR *, 
vour to conſider a little in the Order = rin 


| = Prayer i is an Exerciſe PE FRET techn Ty 
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thee Revelation, but alſo by the very „ „ 
ſon of our own. Minds, that did we not live' ; 
in an Age moan _—_ and See * 
1 or the Neceſfi ty of it pred. But * = * | fs 
+ Men are ſunk fo low, as not to like to retain' © | 

God in their Knowledge, it is no Wonder 

that a holy God gives them up to à repro- 

_ bate Mynd ; ; i. e. to a Mind ſtupid and void 
of Judgment. This was the awful but juſt” 
Conduct of divine Providence with thoſe” 

1 of old, who held the Truth in Unri ghteouſ- 

8 nei: And this, I believe, is the trueſt Way - — 
of accounting for the monſtrous REIN of — 
| latter Times. — _ 

. It would be see ard indebd nö pz _ 

ſo pertinent, before ſuch an Audience as this 
to go about to open up the Nature and Ne- 

ceſſity of Prayer: It may ſuffice at preſent; 15 5 

to remind myſelf and you of a few of tie 8 

many great and happy ng that a devout A devout | 2 i | 

mper dl 

Temper will have upon W ill make. 
The more we give ourſelves to Prayer fe ebe 
and otion, the firmer and deeper will N 


Nonviction be both of the Truth and ey of gar | 


= on ſiſm 4 
. EO 5 | | divine i ſable. 25 


divine Excellency of that holy Religion of 


both to judge and to ſpeak honourably of it, 
not only becauſe the ſpeculative Arguments. 


feel this Goſpel to be the Power of God unto 


vain as to object againſt the Truth of what 


our Spirits will be gradually formed into 
a certain Reſemblance to the divine Na- 


captivated. 


Mind a 
rer 
F * Bets: niſters, WE are engaged in a Cauſe that muſt | 


Salvation. It is in vain to diſpute againſt, | 
the Reality of what we feel, as much in 


we daily fee with our Eyes, and hear with ; 
our Ears, when the Body is in a right State 
of Health: For, by a devout Intercourſe, 
3 and growing Acquaintance with the great 
; >. Things of Religion, the very Temper of 


ture: And thus we ſhall, at once, find 
both our Minds ſatisfied, and our Hearts 0 


win ter. Another great Advantage * from the N 
1 the habitual Exerciſe- of Prayer, is this, That 
| gainſt fa it wonderfully fortifies againſt every Fear, 
3 er and ſupports under every Suffering. As Mi- 


(C6) 


which we are Miniſters: We ſhall be able 


F * i +  foritareſtrong, and to an ingenuous Mind ir- 


reſiſtible, but eſpecially, becauſe we even 
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meet with Oppoſition, even the greateſt Op- # 
poſition in the World. The God of this _ 


Werld, the Luſts of Men, and the Deceitful- 


neſs of Sin, are all in Alliance againſt us. 
Their Power is great, and their Cunning 


| and Vigilance as great. We wreſtle not a- 
gainſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Princi- 


palities and Powers, againſt the Rulers of | 


. the Darkneſs of this World; and therefore 
wie had need put on the whole Armour of | 


God; our Loins muſt be girt about with 
Truth; and we muſt have on the Breaſt-plate 
of Righteouſneſs, the Shield ' of Faith, the 
Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the 


Spirit, But all theſe ſeveral Pieces of Ar- 0 
mour, however excellent and neceſſary in 
themſelves, will never prove effectual, either 


for offenſive or defenſive Purpoſes, unleſs 


aſſiſted by Prayer; and therefore the Apoſtle 


tells us, that beſides our being thus armed, 5 
we muſt be praying always with all Prayer 


and Supplication in the Spirit, and watching 


thereunto with all Perſeverance. And if we_ 


are thus fervent and perſevering in Prayer, 


the: moſt formidable Appearances need not 


>> IS | | 8 . | | 


49 | 
move us; we ſhall ſtill hear, as it were, a 
Voice behind us, whiſpering theſe moſt en- 
couraging Words to us; Fear not, for Tam 
with thee ; be not diſcouraged, for I am thy 
| God: Twill trengtben, yea, T will belp thees 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right Hand 
s of my Righteouſneſs. | 
4 bs 2 We are honoured with the Title of > OS b 
. baſſadors for Chriſt, We are ſent upon an 
Character. Embaſſy infinitely glorious and important; 
do treat of a Peace between Heaven and 
Earth; a Reconciliation between the great 
Majeſty of the Univerſe and his rebellious 
_ Subjects. Now two Things amongſt others 
are abſolutely neceſſary in an Ambaſſador. 
Firſt, That there be nothing mean, ſordid 
or abject in his Behaviour; this would expoſe 
his Character to great Contempt. And, Se- 
condiy, He muft keep a cloſe and faithful 
Correſpondence with his own Court. Now 
the Parallel in our Caſe holds exactly in both | 
theſe Reſpects; there muſt be nothing in 
our Conduct that would leſſen or diſgrace 
5 our Character; and we muſt be ſure to keep 
| a a conſtant Coneſpondence with the Court of 
2 * 


2 But, notwithſtanding the Weakneſſes ariſing 


TH 


Heaven: - which Correſpondence, you know, 
1s chiefly kept up by TRANS and a TOs} 25 
tion. = 
A devout Temper of Saul: daily 1 Will have a i 


a happy 
vated; will have a very happy, and even influence 


a ſenſible Influence upon our publick Ap- — Ell 
pearances ; I mean our publick Diſcourſes to —_ : 
our People. Diſcourſes which, in the Com- 
poſition, are, as it were, interlin'd with wy 
Prayer, will be both deliver'd. by th, add 
heard by our People, in quite a different 
Manner from what they would be other- 
wiſe. There! is indeed a Difference between 
one Man and another; yea, between a Man 
and himſelf at different Times; which, ; 
doubt not, we have all found true in Ex- W 
perience. Such is the Mechaniſm of our _ © - 
preſent Frame, that the natural Spirits muſt FOE . 
riſe and fall, ebb and flow ; and our not ad= eh 
verting to this has, I bei ſometimes led 


even good Men into conſiderable Miſtakes: 


from bodily Conſtitution ( which are to be 
| - conſidered as a part of our Trial during out 
5 preſent State) it 18 moſt certain, that when —— 
85 1. 3 B the 5 = "7 | | 
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the Heart is kept habitually warm by Prayer 
and Meditation, our publick Performances 
will have a Life and Spirit in them, which 
all the Oratory i in the World, natural or ar- 
tificial, could not give them. And this will 
be found to be of great Advantage both to 
Speaker and Hearer, without laying Streſs : 
upon the meer Stirrings of Paſſion, 


Is the +a Let me obſerve to you, that there i is one 


' Circumſtance in our Lot, which is very 


e much denyed to moſt other Orders of Men: 


We are obliged by our very Profeſſion and 
Station in Life, to be much alone: We can- 
not live always in a Croud; the Decencies 
of Life forbid it; and ſhould any of us be 
of ſuch an unhappy Turn of Mind as not to 
be happy but in Company, we muſt needs 
give great Offence to the World. Let us all 
therefore adore both the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God, in aſſigning us ſuch a Province, 
as, if rightly improved, will be attended 
with ſingular Advantages. Are we then ob- 
| liged to paſs much of our Time in a Retire- 
ment from the World, we will not, ſure, look 
upon our folitary Hours, as meer Voids, and 
: empty 


5 „ 
empty Spaces of Life; but as ſo much pre- 
J cious Time, to be devoted to, and filled up 
with, the noble Exerciſes of Reading, Prayer 
and Meditation. They are greatly to be 
pitied, who have not Diſcernment enough; 
|. to know the true and beſt way of improv- 
ing Solitude, which is devoutly to converſe 
with the glorious Author of all Things, in 
the various Appearances both of Providence 

and Grace. In Solitude we recolle& our- 
ſelves; call in our ſtraying Thoughts, and 
chide ourſelves into a greater Accuracy and 
Circumſpection of Behaviour. If we know _ 
J. ourſelves, as we ought, we hall often have 
Reaſon to complain, as did once an excellent 


Perſon, that we ſeldom bring back the ſame 4 


good Temper that we carried abroad with 

us. Unneceſfary Converſe with the World, 

the Follies and Trifles of it, will be apt to 

4 ſullie our Minds, and indiſpoſe them for 
better Exerciſes. | It is therefore abſolutely 
neceſſary, in order to our perfect Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Truth, and our reliſhing thoſe 
divine Pleaſures that ariſe from it, that we 

28 often as poſſible, turn our back upon the 

2 8 B 2 World, | 


WS 


World, retire into ourſelves, and converſe - 
with thoſe Things that are not. the Wo a 


of Senſe. 
And when this comes once to PT our cls 


lightful Habit, we ſhall upon much higher 
Grounds, than the famous Roman, be able 
to ſay, We are never leſs alone, than ben 
alone, and never better employed than when 9 


ave have nothing to do. 


Let us all therefore endeavour to be Ain 
more acquainted with, and to act till more 
under the Influence of a devout and praying 


Spirit. Ignorant, profane and debauched 
Men may talk and rant as they will; but 


Wiſdom will always be juſtified'pf her Chil- 


dren. 


One of the moſt clegant and polite v Writ- 
ers of this, or perhaps any Age, has moſt 


juitly obſerved, that a State of Temperance, | 


Sobriety and Juſtice without Devotion, is a 
cold, lifeleſs and infipid Condition of Vir- 
tue; and is rather to be ſtiled Philoſophy, 


than Religion. Devotion opens the Mind 
to great Conceptions, &c, Thus ſpeaks that 


moſt 


444 a 
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moſt celebrated Writer; whoſe Wolke are 
6, in every one's Hands. e | 
Let me yet remind my Weg a 2 
Learned Audience, of a Paſſage which we 
meet with in theſe golden Verſes commonly 
aſcribed to Pythagoras. The Verſe I have 
particularly in my Thoughts at preſent, is 
that about Prayer; where the Author, even 
a Heathen, tells us, that if we would ſuc- 
ceed in any Buſineſs or pe 3 


2 


ever, we muſt begin with G 10 


AN of bye ö 
Saen inufdues TENT, „ 


i - * «NA 
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bereue you uro frft . fo th 
Gods that they may give you Succeſs in it. 
Strange Language, you will ſay, from a 
Heathen! But if the Text ſurprizes, the 
Commentary by another Heathen, d. 
Hierocles, will much more ſurprize. That 
wonderful Man aſſerts, and by a noble way 
of Reaſoning doth indeed prove, that with- 


out Prayer to God, the moſt ſhining Virtue 


is but aeg ape, an atheiſtical Virtue, or a 
Virtue that hath . of God in it. 
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If we will not then learn from Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, let us go to the School of a 
Heathen Philoſopher, and learn the true 


Notion of Virtue and good Morals. It is 
not our being ſober, juſt, civil and obliging, 


that will entitle us to the Character of vir- 
tuous Men, but we muſt alſo be devout; 
piouſly diſpoſed towards God, and learn in 


all our Ways to acknowledge him, making 
Prayer our habitual and familiar Exerciſe : 


otherwiſe you ſee that according to the Do- 


 Erine of a Heathen Philoſopher, the moſt 
celebrated Virtue, with all its boaſted Beau- 


ty, is but a kind of practical Atheiſm. 


Bluſh then, all you Chriſtian Heathens, all 
you: prayerleſs Chriſtians ! and tremble at 


the Thought, that there is one Day to riſe 
up in Judgment againſt you, a certain Hea- 


then Philoſopher, who will condemn you, 


even upon the Principles of ſober Reaſon ! 
Let it therefore no longer remain a Doubt 


with any, whe ther Prayer, or a prevailing 


Regard to God in the Heart, be a neceſſary 


Ingredient in all Religion : moſt certainly it 


is!-A ſincere Tictps in the Heart! is the very 
is | t | Baſis 


hc » trad nbd 
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W Wan ſtand. The Ads A Byaks o of the 
Heart towards God muſt regulate and dire& 
all the Motions of the Life. And I think 
this Truth as capable of Demonſtration, as 
any moral Truth in the World can be. 80 
you ſee the beſt and moſt conſiderate of the 
Heathens themſelves thought. HY; 
Let us all, therefore, Miniſters and People, | 
eſpecially us Miniſters, give ourſelves conti- 
nually to Prayer. When I ſpeak of Prayer, 
I do not mean only certain outward Forms 
of Devotion : in theſe we may abound, and 
know little of the Devotion of the Heart; 
but I mean that Devotion which is the na- 
tive Iſſue of a Heart, upon which the Holy 
Spirit is daily exerting his renewing Influ- 
ences; and when we are thus effectually ſub- 
dued to God, and every Thought in us is 
brought into Captivity to the Obedience of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt; then our Work will become our 
Delight. Vital Religion, having once got 
the Command of the Heart, will give Laws 
to the whole Life; and will give us ſuch an 
| inward Strength of Soul as will render us ſu- 


n 


15 2 
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perior to every Difficulty, every Diſcourage- T 


ment. We ſhall go on from Strength to 
. always abounding in the Work f 
the Lord;  forafmuch as we know: that our 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. But 
if we ſhould be ſo weak and unhappy as to 
dtudge on always in the loweſt Form of Re- 
ligion ourſelves, it is very likely, that the 
beſt Things we can ſay, not coming from 
the Heart, will fall ſhort of the Hearts of 
thoſe who hear us. But I hope much+bet- 
ter Things of you, my Reverend Brethren, 
Things that e Salvation, tho' I thus 
ſpeak. _ 

Give me leave to recommend to you all 
4 true maſcdline, unaffected Piety, from this 
particular Advantage of it, that it is the 
ſtrongeſt Fence that can be, to a Man's mo- 
ral Character. We need never be over anxi- 

ous about our Character; if it be good it 
will not be eaſily ſtolen from us. Let us 
faithfully follow the noble Example of he 
Apoſtles in our Text; and we may: gonfi- 
dently leave our Reputation to his Cate 3 
whom we are e daily committing our "Souls, 
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17 5 


_ l che World 005 obſerve; that we are 5 8 


0 


a 


- W- 


ig 
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A ; 


_ exceeding fond of being privileged Perſons, 

fond of political Sanctions, and eccleſiaſtic ; 
Laws, for the Security of our Characters, 

Iam much afraid, they will be ready to ſay, 
that it ſeems we have too much need; of 
them all: We may aſſure ourſelves, that 
tho' every Miniſter and Preacher had a Guard 
of twenty Acts of——;, the World will get 
at us, unleſs we are mi to guard 5 
ourſelves. But who ſhall harm us, if we 


are Followers of that which is good, and 
have a Converſation ſuch as becomes tge 
Goſpel? The beſt of Men may be reproach⸗⸗- 


ed, but conſcious Innocence wal be Du. 5 3 | 
murus abeneus. | 


» - 


I am now come to the ſecond Fart of my 


Subject. We have ſaid, with the Apoſtles, - 


That we will give ourſelves both to Prayer, 

and to the Miniſtry of the Word, ar the 
preaching of the Goſpel : And who is ſuf. 
_ ficient for theſe Things? I think I may 
freely ſay, that a better Preparation-we can⸗ 
not — for the latter, than to be well ac+ 
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1 is the 


| lifting up itſelf in Prayer to God, muſt needs 


quainted with the former of theſe two Ex- |. 
erciſes. A well-diſpoſed Mind, habitually _ J. 


» >" 


take a peculiar Pleaſure in explaining . and 
recommending to others thoſe divine Truths, 


the Effects of which it feels on itſelf. And 


this moſt important Queſtion will be fre- 
quently - returning to our moſt | ſerious / 
Thoughts, What ſhall we do to win Souls? 
The Subject before me, you ſee, is large; 
and to handle it at any length would require 


| i great deal of more Time than I can rea- 
ſonably take at preſent; and therefore I ſhall 


confine myſelf to a few Obſervations, - 
In the fi Place, then, While we give 


e o ourſelves to this Miniſtry of the Word, we Þ|{}þ- 


Pre to 
Preach. 


"will never, ſure, forget our Character and 


our Buſiheſs ſo far, as not to keep conti- 
nually in mind, that it is the Goſpel of 


Chriſt we are called to preach. While o- 
thers are active and zealous in a moſt unrea- 


ſonable Cauſe, let not us be cold and cow- 


ardly in promoting the Intereſt of the beſt 
Caufe in the World. We cannot but 


| ROO: Your Jeſus * 18 the Soul that 


* od animates. To 


A 9 3) 
animates both Testaments, the Old and the 


New. And the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
| who knew perfectly well both what, and 


how he ought to preach, determined to 
know nothing among the Corintbians, but 


Jeſus Chrift, - and him crucified, Did he 


| think it id either have been honeſt or 


_— „ 


of Chriſt? Had be ſo poor a Taſte, 200 fo ; 


little Judgment, as, inſtead of the Goſpel of 


Salvation, to entertain a ſinful World with 
the Flouriſhes of Rhetoric, and Pomp of - 


Words? No, he was not aſhamed of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, as knowing it to be the 


Power of God unto Salvation. He Was too 


wiſe, and too good a Man, to harangue Sin- 
ners with the Wiſdom, of. Words. And 
. what a mighty Reaſon does he give. for it A 


8 * 
N 


Left the Croſs of Chriſt. ſhould: be made of : none © 


and, by a Virtue derived from it, is able to 
4 - trample upon all the Pride and Glory of this 


"nt little, World. He knew. and. was perſuadef, 
211 | C 2 * | . „ 
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Effect. Words that aught to be ever ſound- 5 be - | 
ing in our Ears, and deeply affecting to gut 5 5 
Hearts.— In this Croſs of Chriſt he glories; 


* 


6. 5 


that, cotwitlifianting all the Prejudices of 
5 of Jews and Gentiles, the Croſs of Chriſt 
Would be ſeen to be the greateſt Inſtance, 
both of the Wiſdom and Power of God, 
that ever the World ſaw. Had we all the 
Oratory of Cicero or Demoſthenes, or even 
the more flowing Eloquence of Ne flor, we. 
could but pleaſe the Ears, and gratify the 


ſubdue the Heart, muſt come from the Croſs 


ſelves ſo mean, and ſo ignorant, as to think 
lightly of that Method of Salvation, which 
infmite Wiſdom, and infinite Mercy, have 
found out for reſtoring an g . Wan 
L to the Fayour Was: ' 4 
| The Ka: Let us, in the next Place, take a ſhort 


Effects of Survey of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, And 


Ss the Reli- 


ſus, Hall find it equally calculated to introduce 


truly p 


[ led. "i temporal and an eternal Happineſß. This ; 


| £0 will appear evident, if \ we confider the Na- 


WW * tureand Extent of its Laps. Thete have 


0 been ſeveral e eminent Men, not only in 


5 Fancies of Sinners. That powerful Elo- 
quence, that can charm, ſo as to ſoften and 


of Chriſt. Let us never therefore ſhew our- - 


e upon a Juſt and impartial View of it, we 


— ; 
W 1 34 5 2 the 5 


FW, 


. 1 
| the Chriflizn, but allo the Hrathes Wark, lf 
„ whoſe Names will always be tranſmitted 

| with Honour to future Ages; I mean thoſe 
particularly, who, with a generous Zeal, 
have exerted themſelves for the public Good. 

By But the wiſeſt Stateſmen that ever appeared, 

5 were never able to form a Plan for eſtabliſn- 
ing a real public Good; for this Reaſon, 
That they were never able to enact Laws, 
that could direct the chief Springs of human 
Conduct, i. e. the Will and the Affection. 
Laws of this Sort were above the Reach of 

all political Wiſdom. But when the great 

„ Meſſiah, a Reformer ſent from God, began 
do appear, he went another way to Work! 

he laid the Axe to the Root. His Laws, 5 

| which are all holy, juſt, and good,” are le- 

5 velled directly at the Heart: And when 
once the Heart is won, the ouyert Acts of 

tdbe Life muſt follow. Let real Religion 8 

ts preſide i in the Heart, and it will ſoon clear 

the Life of what is hurtful and noxious. 
Let a Family, for Example, be regulated 
A in the Whole of their Conduct by the ſacred _ 
11 Laws: of the Goſpel, how * . 


* * 
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lj notwithſtanding all the Prejudices of 
of Yews and Gentiles, the Croſs of Chriſt 


both of the Wiſdom and Power of God, 
that ever the World ſaw. Had we all the 


the more flowing Eloquence of Neftor, we. 
could but pleaſe the Ears, and gratify the 
| © Fancies of Sinners, That powerful Elo- 


ſubdue the Heart, muſt come from the Croſs 

of Chriſt. Let us never therefore ſhew our- 

ſelves ſo mean, and fo ignorant, as to think 

"lightly of that Method of Salvation, which 

_ "infinite Wiſdom, and infinite Mercy, have 

R found out for reſtoring an e Word 
to the Favour A 

g Aba Let us, in the next Place, take a ſhort 


Effeds of Survey of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt. And 


the Reli- 


o el - = 
7 a £5 * 


Wien of fe upon a Juſt and impartial View of it, wwe 


_ = Dk ſhall find it equally calculated to introduce 
truly p 


| Alled. 


will appear evident, if \ we confider the Na- 
# ture and Extent of its Laps. "Thete have 
© been ſeveral very eminent Men, not only in 


27 


10 


would be ſeen to be the greateſt Inſtance, 


Oratory of Cicero or Demoſthenes, or even 


quence, that can charm, ſo as to ſoften and 


715 temporal and an eternal Happineſs. This 
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the Chriftion, but alſo the Heathen World, 
whoſe Names will always be tranſmitted 
with Honour to future Ages; I mean thoſe | 
particularly, who, with a generous Zeal, 
have exerted themſelves for the public Good. 
But the wiſeſt Stateſmen that ever appeared, 
were never able to form a Plan for eſtabliſn- 
ing a real public Good; for this Reaſon, 
That they were never able to enact Laws, 
that could direct the chief Springs of human 
Conduct, i. e. the Will and the Affections. 
Laws of this Sort were above the Reach of 
all political Wiſdom. But when the great 
 Meffiah, a Reformer ſent from God, began 
to appear, he went another way to Work; 
he laid the Axe to the Root. His Laws, : 
which are all holy, juſt, and good, are le- 


velled directly at the Heart: And when 


once the Heart is won, the ouyert Acts of 
the Life muſt follow. Let real Religion 
15 preſide i in the Heart, and it will ſoon clear 
the Life of what is hurtful and noxious. 
Let a Family, for Example, be regulated 
in the Whole of their Conduct by the ſacred 
Laus of the Goſpel, how amiable a; amily 


I 
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will it appear? Should a whole Pariſh ſubC- 
mit to the Laws of Chriſt, every Soul in it „ 
denying all Ungodlineſs and worldly Lifts, and | ( 
living ſoberly, r:ghteoufly, and godly, in thi —— 

preſent World, what a Society would it ap- 
s 
1 


| pear? Would not all around it take No- 
tice, that they had been with Jeſus, and hae 
all out of his Fulneſs received, and Grace for ii 
Grace? We may ſtill enlarge the Suppoſi- i 
tion, and imagine a whole Kingdom, or Re- 8 
public, thus converted to Chriſtianity; e- a 
very Heart in it flaming with the moſt ſin- 4 
cere and ardent Love to the beſſed God, and 
the holy Jeſus; and, in conſequence of this . E 
- heavenly Principle ruling in the Heart, all t 
the Members of this happy Community ſtu- . C 
diouſly purſuing the private Happineſs of || % 
one another; would not ſuch a Kingdom, fi 
ſuch a Republic, become the Envy, or ra- | i 
ther the Glory, of the whole Earch?—Is it J. in 
not evident, then, that it is Religion, true ſt 
and undefiled Religion, that exalts a Nation; | V 

and that Sin is indeed the Reproach, the 
Scandal, the Miſery, of. any People? Ol 
1 When ſhall e happy Days come, a” Li 


5 ( 
all the Kingdoms of this World, ſhall be- 
come the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt?ꝰ Sure, this Heaven-born Religion J 
of Jeſus-is not always to ly in Obſcutity, and 
be looked upon by Men, as having no Beauty 
or Comelineſs, that it ſhould be deſſred. 
There is certainly a Day coming, even dur- 
ing this militant State, when it will lift up 
its Head, and like its divine Author, triumph : 
gloriouſly over all the Oppoſition of Earth 
and Hell. Even ſo, come Lord eus 
But the World at preſent, even that part 
of it that enjoys the greateſt Advantages for 
+ Knowledge and N is far from being 
truly reformed : But what is the Reaſon? 7 
Chrit himſelf has told us, Ye will not come 
unto. me, that ye may have Life. | Is the Suff, 
ficiency of the Phyſician to be called in Q e? 
ſtion, becauſe the Patients are generally ſo. 
infatuated, that they deſpiſe and reject, in- 
ſtead of applying, the beſt Remedics.; in the 
R 
| Would we N e Sudan i in True Reli- 
our Labours, and ſee the the Pleaſure of the og" -3 
2 — in our n we muſt begin e Heart. 


M5 


Gal 51 be carried on in all the Steps 
a e 


* 
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as - Chriſt and his Laws do; that i is to , 
we muſt make our firſt Attacks upon the . 


Heart; for this is the impure Foucnin;” 


whence all the Streams of Wickedneſs! in the 
Life do flow: This is to make the Tree 
good; and then good Fruit need not be de- 


ſpaired of: But all our Culture, in order to 


good Fruit will be loſt, while the Tree con- 


tinues corrupt. Here we cannot miſtake 
our Way, if we take the Scriptures of Truth 


for our Guide. Let us therefore be often 


putting People in mind of the Neceſſity of 


being made new Creatures; of being born 
again of being transformed by he 


ing of their Minds.—This is the plain Stile 


26. where they will ſee the moſt important 


of all Duties enjoined, and the greateſt poſ- 
ſible Encouragement given them to ſet about 
it. It is farther to be obſerved, that as the/ 
fut! eg 
to be aſcribed to a divine Energy, ſo it muſt 
of 


innings of Religion in the Soul are 


* 


0 
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of Scripture; and he that runs may. read. 
We muſt be often . urging. upon People, 
Ezek. xvili. 31. compared with Chap. xxxvi. 


6 2 
it by the. ſame. almighty | Influence. The 
189 natural Life is maintained by continual Sup- 
= plies from the Heart; in like manner, the 
| ſpiritual Life can be maintained only by the - 
renewed Supplies of the Spirit of Jeſus ** 
_ Chriſt, We muſt be often recommending 
moral Virtue, as eſſential to the Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſo eſſential, that we are not 
Chriſtians without it; but let us always do 
it Juſtice ; let it never ſuffer by falſe Repre- 
ſentations. It is Pity now, under the Go- 
ſpel Diſpenſation, it ſhould be ſet out to the 
World in the poor Rags of Heat beniſin; let 
us dreſs it always in Evangelic Apparel, and 
it will appear a charming Thing indeed. 
Theſe are a few Hints; your Time will not 
allow me, nor is it neceſſary, to condeſcend 
upon many Particulars before thoſe of whom, 
I hope, I ſhall always be ready to learn. , 
To excite our Diligence, and a true Zeal The pre. 


in preaching the Goſpel, we are always to ef. 
1 remember, that Men are now in a State of pages 
Apoſtaſy from God, being | alienated, and: E- e 
5 nemies in their Minds by wicked Works; our * 


f | Gt therefore, is to beſeech them in 
t r, D b Crift's 


45 


Ghrif s Stead, to be reconci ed unto God. 
And can we be employed in more impor- 
tant or more honourable Work? Can there 
be a greater Inſtance of true Wiſdom than , 
to win Souls? Is it not glorious to cauſe an 
univerſal Joy among the Inhabitants of the 
upper World, by miniſtring ſucceſsfully to 
thoſe who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation? Doth 
the whole World lie in Wickedneſs, and 
conſequently i in Miſery? and ſhall we not 
exert all our Powers, and employ all our 
Talents for their Reſcue? What generous 
Mind would not beſtir itſelf for reſtoring e- 
ven civil Liberty? How much more ought 
we to be induſtrious and indefatigable to 
bring about 'that Liberty with which the 
Son makes all the Children of God free? 
Do we not feel in our Breaſts the Affections 
of Generoſity, Benevolence and Goodneſs; 
and have we not a large Theatre on which 
to diſplay theſe Affections? Is not the World 
a great Hoſpital, filled with Invalids of all 
Sorts? And ſhall we daily ſee the ſick, the 
lame, the blind, the deaf, yea the mad and 
the Uiſtrated, and not * our Breaſts heave 
| | with 
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with Compaſſion? | While ſo many, all a- 
round us, are ready to periſh, ſhall the Bleſ- 
ſing of none of them come upon us? ſhall 
we cauſe no one Heart to ſing for Joy? God 
forbid ! I hope we ſhall not be ſo unprofi- 
table Servants. — Such a View of Things as 
I have been giving, may ſeem diſcouraging,; 3 
and make us all cry out, Who is ſufficient 
for theſe Things! But our great Lord is ſo 
very good a Maſter, that he ſends none a 
Warfare on their own Charges; as our Day 
is ſo ſhall our Strength be; and that tho' 
weak in ourſelves we ſhall be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might. When | 
Chriſt is giving his laſt Commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles, and going to return to hig Father 
and their Father, to his God and their God 3 
he tells them for their Encouragement, that 
all Power in Heaven and in Earth was given 
unto him; Go ye therefore, faith he, and 
teach all Nations, &c. 9. d. I ſend you forth, 
indeed, as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves; I 


fend you forth a ſmall Number of mean "7 
Men, and that upon the moſt arduous and 


Ra the Undertaking that ever Mortals 
3 D 2 5 8 were 
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were can i in: I ſend” you to combat 
the whole Ferce of the God of this World, 
and to deſtroy his Empire : but let not your 
Heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid ; 

for I am with you, and with all your Kaith- 


ful Succeſſors, even to che End of the | 


World. 
Let me now conclude with a few Reflec- 
tions relating to our moral Conduct. 


The Deſcription which ſome of the beſt 


of the Ancients gave of an Orator, was this, 
Vir bonus dicendi peri tus, 7. e, a good Man 
that can ſpeak well; not dicendi peritus only, 
but Vir bonus: and the famous Profeſſor of 
toy, N Quintilian, beſtows a whole Chap- 


ter of His excellent Book upon this very Sub- 
jiect, that If we would be good Orators, we 


muſt be good Men. Let us not be affronted 
to far as to have theſe Heathens coming in 


as Evidences againſt us in the great Day of 
Accounts. One of the beſt Commentaries 
our People can have upon the Doctrine we 


deliver to them, will be our own Morals. 
'Let our own Chriſtian Life ſerve as a daily 
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_ Wuftration of the facred n we preach | 
| to 


v1 


to them from the Nb It is but a poor 


Character that an eminent Divine gives of 
ſome of the Clergy of his Acquaintance; 3 


when they are in the Pulpit, faith he, it is 


pity they ſhould ever go out of it ; and when 


they are out of it, it is as n Pity they 


ſhould ever enter it. | 

There is one particular ame whith 
is very incident to Men of our Station, and 
which we ought to guard much againſt; 
and that is, Covetouſneſs and Worldly-mind- 
edneſs. This is a Vice of a very ſlie and in- 


ſinuating Nature. We may be highly cri- 
minal this way, and yet wear the Character 85 
of pious and orthodox. But let us not flew" 
ceive ourſelves, God is not mocked. An 


3 * 


inſpired Apoſtle has drawn this Immorality +: 5 


in very juſt and lively Colours, in a Letter 


that he writes to a Miniſter, plainly ſuppo- 


ſing that even Men of this Character may be 
guilty this way; 1 Tm. 6. 9, 10. They that 


will be rich, fall into Temptation, and a 
Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful 


Tuts, which drown Men in Deſtruction and 
7 erdition; for the Love of Money is the Root 
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of an El; which while ſome. coveted aft er, 


"they have erred from the Faith; and pierced 


themſelves through with many Sorrows : and 
then he adds, to ſhew how deteſtable ſuch 


a Vice was in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, but 


thou, O Man of God, flee theſe Things. Let 5 


us therefore, through Grace, ſtudy in every 


Reſpect to live up to the Dignity and Purity 


of our Office; that we may adorn the Doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all Things. 
How expreſly and ſeverely does the Apoſtle 


ſpeak againſt Miniſters being Lovers of fil- 
thy Lucre? and in how many Inſtances has 


Providence, even in our own Time, remark- 
-ably frowned upon this ſordid Diſpoſition in 


Miniſters? It is indeed very agreeable to 


ſee Men of our Station (ſuch as ſome of us 
may ſee every Day) proſperous and flouriſh- 
ing in their worldly Circumſtances, while 
they are as remarkable for an exem plary Cha- 
rity and Hoſpitality. But O, what an In- 
conſiſtency, to preach Chrift crucified, and, 


at the fame Time, to mind earthly Things ! | 
which the Apoſtle expreſly declares to be 
one of thoſe Characters that are Enemies ro 
l | 'To 


g be Croſs of Cbriſt. 
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To conclude, let us all endeavour fo to 


live, that we may be able, with a holy Con- 
fidence, to take our laſt leave of thoſe am ongſt 
whom we have laboured, in theſe Words 
of the Apoſtle, Philip. 4. 9. Thoſe Things 
hb ye have both learned and received, and 
| heard and ſeen in me, do; and the God of 
Peace ſhall be with you: Or 3 in theſe other 
Words, 1 T /. 2. 10. Ye are Witneſſes, and % 
God alſo, how bolily, and juſtly, and unblame> 
ably we behaved ourſekves among you who be- 


eve. Weſhall in that Caſe, it is to be hoped, 
be able alſo every one of us to ſay, and that 
$ with a moſt triumphant Joy; I have fought 


2 good Fight, I have finiſhed my. Courſe, 7 


have kept the Faith ; henceforth there is la! 


up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs ; which _ 
the Lord the righteous Fuage ſhall give unto 
me at that Day. ON 
It is uſual at the Cod of ſuch Diſ- 
; arten to make ſome ſhort Addreſs to the 


People. All I have to ſay that way is, that 


both Minifters and People are in a little to 
appear before the righteous Judge f the 
World ; 3 by whom our eternal State ig d be 
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